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n (not df) is listed in the rows. Because n = 8 in Example 15.2, the critical values at a .05 
level of significance are ±.738. If the value of rs exceeds ±.738, then we reject the null 
hypothesis; otherwise, we retain the null hypothesis.

The Spearman correlation coefficient in Example 15.2 was rs = +.768, which exceeds the 
upper critical value, so we reject the null hypothesis. If we were to report this result in a 
research journal, it would look something like this:

Using the Spearman correlation coefficient, a significant correlation between the 
order of ranks on each task was evident, rs = +.768, p < .05.

15.8 SPSS in Focus: Spearman Correlation Coefficient
In Example 15.2, we concluded that a significant correlation was evident 
between the order of ranks on each task, rs = +.768, p < .05, using the Spear-
man correlation coefficient. Let us confirm this conclusion using SPSS.

1.	 Click on the Variable View tab and enter food in the Name column; 
enter water in the Name column below it. Reduce the value to 0 in 
the Decimals column in both rows.

2.	 Click on the Data View tab. Enter the original ranks for the food 
task and water task in the appropriate columns. You can enter the 
tied ranks, but entering the original ranks is easier because SPSS will 
average the tied ranks by default. Hence, for the food task enter 1, 1, 
3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 down the first column. For the water task enter 1, 
3, 2, 6, 4, 7, 8, and 5 down the second column.

3.	 Go to the menu bar and click Analyze, then Correlate and Bivariate, 
to display the dialog box shown in Figure 15.16.

FIGURE 15.16 The Dialog Box in Steps 3 and 4


